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Article "Canape") is that the first sofas of the seventeenth and eighteenth cen- 
turies were provided with mattresses. In inventories of 1674 and 1755 the 
canape or sofa is described as " a canape with its mattress and pillow covered with 
brocade." 

Be this as it may, the sofa, although recent, becomes frequent at the end of 
the seventeenth century. Under Louis XV. it reaches its brilliant era and 
becomes of extreme elegance. The variety of its forms and size is then infinite, 
ranging from the sofa for two persons to the double sofa convenient for use in long 
galleries and the double-backed sofa-bed. The conclusion to which Havard 
comes is that the sofa-bed, of which the modern cabinet-makers regard them- 
selves as the inventors, gees back really some two hundred years. 




Quadruple Chair Sofa 
French, Louis XVI. Period 

However all this may be, by the end of the eighteenth century, cabinet 
makers allowed full play to their imagination and the graceful specimen recently 
acquired is one of many charming fancies carried out by them at this period. 

S. Y. S. 



VANDALISM IN CHINA 

During the past year or so there have appeared in New York shops nume- 
rous detached stone heads of ancient Chinese sculptures which have been placed 
on sale at high prices. Several of them have been offered to this Museum, but 
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liave been declined on the ground that the head of a statue alone, which, under 
favorable conditions could have been obtained in a complete condition, is of 
little value, either from an artistic or an ethnological standpoint. Unlike the 
ancient Greek statuary which is so often found only in a fragmentary condition, 
the figures from which these heads have been broken were until recently standing 
intact. On account of the difficulty presented in moving and transporting 
entire statues of great bulk arid weight and the still greater difficulty of getting 
them out of the country, the agents of certain European and American dealers 
have resorted to the practice of knocking off the heads, which could be removed 
with little fear of detection. This form of vandalism in China has in the past few 
years become so common that the danger of wholesale destruction of its most 
highly valued and venerated antiquities has compelled the Chinese Government 
to take steps to check the evil. 

There would seem to be only one way, however, to effectually discourage 
this form of iconoclasm, which is by the concerted action of museums and col- 
lectors in refusing to purchase dissevered heads or other worthless fragments of 
Oriental carvings which are manifestly the ill-gotten loot of European despoilers. 

The activities of the miscreant who deliberately mutilates a priceless carv- 
ing for the purpose of obtaining a tithe of its actual value may be compared with 
the act of the house-breaker who steals valuable pieces of ancestral plate and 
melts them up to realize the mere price of the metal. The head of an image 
which has been deliberately separated from its body possesses about as much 
value for educational purposes as the silver bullion which is taken from the 
burglar's melting pot. 

At a recent meeting of the Executive Committee of the Pennsylvania 
Museum and School of Industrial Art, the Secretary was authorized to communi- 
cate with the Chinese Government, indorsing the movement of the Asiatic Insti- 
tute of New York for the preservation of the antiquities of China. 



NOTES 

Bequest. — Through the bequest of the late Francis T. Sully Darley the 
Museum has received a choice collection of Greco-Roman pottery and a large 
cabinet with elaborately modeled bronze ornamentation, an exact reproduction 
of the celebrated Grand Bibliotheque preserved in the Garde Meuble of Paris, 
made by permission of the French Government by Georges Roux of Paris for 
exhibition at the Chicago Fair of 1893. 

For the use of the students at the School of Industrial Art were willed a 
collection of carved cabinets, a series of European bronzes and porcelains and 
bric-a-brac in great variety. 

The Museum has also been made a beneficiary to the extent of a tenth of the 
residuary estate and the School of a like amount. 



